MINUTES OF MARCH 14,  2006 AGENDA MEETING

Commissioner Sneary opened the meeting at 9:15 a.m. on the 14th day of March, 2006 with the following members present: Commissioner Greg Sneary, Commissioner Dan Reiff, County Administrator Becky Saine, and Clerk of the Board Kelli Singhaus.
Sheriff Dan Beck led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Sneary moved for the approval of the March 9, 2006 Agenda Meeting minutes.  Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted.

Action Items:
Resolution #141-06.  Authorize training, seminar and travel related expenses for various departments.

Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Resolution #142-06.  Authorize an amendment to the Railroad Agreement for the Metcalf Street Bridge Project.

Brion Rhodes, Bridge Engineer, presented this request at the March 7, 2006 Agenda Meeting.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Resolution #143-06.  Authorize the Allen County Engineer to execute a LPA Federal Project Agreement for the Metcalf Street Bridge Project.

Tim Piper, Allen County Engineer, presented this request at the March 7, 2006 Agenda Meeting.

Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Resolution #144-06.  Approval of  the 2006 Road Program meeting dates.

The Board approved April 2, 2006 and April 6, 2006 as the dates for the annual meetings between the Township Trustees and the County Engineer.  April 18, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. has been established as the date and time for the final meeting with the Township Trustees, Commissioners and the County Engineer.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #145-06.  Authorize Clerk of Board to post notice and advertise to receive bids for the purchase of traffic paint by the Allen County Engineer’s Department for the 2006 Striping Program.

Chris Hardesty, Operations Manager, presented this request at the March 7, 2006 Agenda Meeting.  Bids will be received until 10:30 a.m. on March 30, 2006.

Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #146-06.  Authorize an amendment to a contract between the Allen County Department of Job and Family Services and the Allen County Children Services Board.
Lynn Shock, Director of the Department of Job and Family Services, presented this request at the March 7, 2006 Agenda Meeting.  This increases the contract from $750,000.00 to an amount not to exceed $1,500,000.00.
Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #147-06.  Authorize the renewal of an agreement with Advanced Benefit Planning.  

This renewal shall be effective January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 in an amount not to exceed $12,000.00.

Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #148-06.  Approve an agreement with Downes, Hurst & Fishel for professional services for the Allen County Sheriff’s Office.

At the request of Becky Saine, County Administrator, this agreement shall be effective January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 at the rate of $150.00 per hour.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #149-06.  Supplemental appropriation to the Jail Maintenance Fund 2847.

This is an increase in the appropriation of $155,759.26 for the purchase of a console for the jail.

Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #150-06.  Supplemental appropriation for the EMA Fund 2091.

This is a new appropriation to the equipment account in the amount of $20,000.00.
Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #151-06.  Approve the employment of Nicole Ward as an Administrative Assistant within the Allen County Commissioner’s Office.
Nicole Ward will assume the duties of medical insurance, life insurance, workman’s compensation, prevailing wage, as well as additional administrative duties.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #152-06.  Approve the probationary removal of an employee at the Allen County Department of Job and Family Services.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Discussion Items:
A.
Brad Niemeyer, Assistant Sanitary Engineer,  presented the following:

1. Request for the approval of Change Order #1 (Final) with Insituform Technologies, Inc. for the Shawnee Meadows Sub-Basin and Lee Ann Drive Sanitary Sewer Relining Project.  The Board entered into contract with Insituform Technologies, Inc. in May, 2005 for an amount not to exceed $267,837.50.  The Contractor has presented Change Order #1 (Final) in the amount of $14,645.00, which includes additional trucking costs, lost production time due to obstructions in the sewer conduit, as well as to changes in the scope of the project.  

2. Request to advertise to receive bids for the Zurmehly Road Pump Station Improvement Project.   This project will be similar to the Reed Road Pump Station Project.  The estimated cost of the project is a little less than $300,000.00.  The one item that is being added to the project is a natural gas power generator.  This would alleviate any problems to the customers should there be a loss of power.

Announcements, Proclamations, Recognition and Commendations       
Commissioner Sneary presented Scott Ferris, Executive Director of Allen County Children Services, with a proclamation for Social Work Month.  Ferris stated that social workers deal with health, mental health, child welfare, family violence, etc.  You can find a social worker in the hospitals, hospice, nursing homes, and in-home care.  

Sheriff Dan Beck discussed the issue of Illegal Immigration within our community as well as the United States.  Beck recently attended a Mayor and County Executives for Immigration Reform in Washington, DC.  Beck stated that Illegal immigration is creating tremendous costs and problems to our society.  It is estimated that it costs American taxpayers approximately $10 billion dollars.  In our area, it is estimated there are between 2,000 to 4,000 Hispanics, 75% that are illegal.  If you equate that to the City of Lima, that is approximately 13.5% of the population.  Illegal Immigration creates additional costs in education costs, medical costs, and criminal justice costs.  This is a drain on the taxpayer dollars.  Employers are paying minimal wages, therefore the illegal immigrants do not have enough to cover basic care costs, ie:  medical.  Congress is considering a bill which would make illegal immigrants legal but yet this will not stop the ongoing problem.  If the bill passes, they will be eligible for social service monies, thus resulting in an increase of approximately 300%.  Beck feels we have an obligation to take care of our own people.  Beck is urging the Commissioners to work out a resolution that would restrict the issuance of any contracts or grants in which any monetary dollars from our county government would be distributed.  Issuance would only be given to employers who voluntarily and actively participate in a Volunteer Workforce Verification System that is available through social security.

Commissioner Sneary stated that he wanted to clarify a few items that were stated at the Lima City Council meeting on Monday concerning the Ottawa River Stream Enhancement Project.  The Commissioners are stepping down from their position on this project due to the fact that they all own property within the watershed.  This is at the advice of legal council.    The $15.00 fee is a one-time cost for the construction only.  The $2.00 fee is for maintenance and will only be collected as needed.

With no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Sneary moved to adjourn. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion.  Meeting was adjourned. 
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