MINUTES OF MAY 3, 2007 AGENDA MEETING

Commissioner Bassitt opened the meeting at 9:15 a.m. on the 3rd day of May, 2007 with the following members present: Commissioner Greg Sneary, Commissioner W. Dan Reiff, Commissioner Sam Bassitt and Assistant Clerk of the Board Amy Kahle.
Michael Schoenhofer led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Reiff moved for the approval of the May 1, 2007 Agenda Meeting minutes.  Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted. 
Action Items:
Resolution #299-07.    Authorize an advertisement to receive bids for the Village of Harrod Drainage Project FY’06 Formula Grant.
Bruce Wells, Community Development Director is requesting that the BOC approve the advertisement to receive bids for the labor, material and equipment necessary for the construction of the Village of Harrod Drainage Project, FY’06 Formula Program.  Bids will be received until 10:00 a.m. on May 24, 2007 in the Commissioners Public Meeting Room.
Commissioner Bassitt moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Resolution #300-07.   Authorize training, seminary and travel related expenses for various departments. 
Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #301-07.   Authorize “Then and Now” purchase orders for various departments.
The ORC requires that County Agencies and Departments obtain purchase orders from the County Auditor certifying the availability of funds for the procurement of goods and services prior to the commitment of payment for the same.

Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Bassitt seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #302-07.    Approve Memorial Day appropriations.
Applications have been filed with the BOC on behalf of the following organizations, to receive $500.00 each for a total of $7,000.00 in accordance with and for the purpose set forth in Section 307.66 ORC:  Bluffton American Legion Post #382, Bowersock Brothers Post #6772-VFW, Harry J. Reynolds Post #191-AL,Stover Harrod Post #133 – American Legion, William Paul Gallager Post #96-American Legion, Edward J. Veasey Post #1275 – VFW, Disabled American Veterans Chapter #19, Navy Club of American Ships #9, AMVETS Post #1, Lima Area X-P.O.W.’s, Vietnam Veteran’s of America #89, Elida VFW Post #6741, National Korean War Veterans Association and Pfc. Leonard F. Mason Post of the Marine Corp League.
Commissioner Bassitt moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #303-07.   Appoint Mr. James Bronder to the Mental Health and Recovery Services Board.
The BOC has received a letter from the Mental Health Board requesting to fill the vacancy of Fred Vernon who has resigned effective immediately.  Mr. James Bronder is being recommended for a four year term to the Mental Health Board effective July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2011.
Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #304-07.    Intradepartmental transfers for various departments. 

Becky Saine, County Administrator requested a transfer within the Ramser Ditch Fund #4245 in the amount of $256.58 for advertising expenses.  Peggy Elmquist, W.O.R.T.H. Center, has requested several transfers within the W.O.R.T.H. Salary Fund #8880 totaling $45,550.00 due to greater than anticipated operating expenses – no cost of living increases given.. Transfers within the W.O.R.T.H. Medical Premiums Fund #8880 totaling $61,445.00 were necessary due to a change in policy for Anthem to Medical Mutual yielding a significant savings in FY’07.  Transfers within the W.O.R.T.H. Unemployment Fund #8880 totaling $15,000.00 were necessary due to lower than anticipated unemployment expenses for FY’2007.  Transfers within the W.O.R.T.H. Center Workers Comp Fund #8880 totaling $15,000.00 were necessary due to increasing legal fees.
Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Bassitt seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Resolution #305-07.   Approve an agreement of novation with the Board of Directors of the North Central Solid Waste District.
By Resolution #523-06, dated August 1, 2006, the BOC approved an agreement with the NCOSWD to provide funds for emergency preparedness and response.  The Board of Directors of the NCOSWD is requesting to revise the said obligation and approve an agreement of novation.
Commissioner Bassitt moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #306-07.   Authorize a warrant to return an advance to the Sanitary Engineering Department Surplus Fund #5035.
Bruce Wells, Business Manager for the Sanitary Engineering Department is requesting that the BOC authorize the return of the $50,000 authorized by Resolution #421-06 and $30,000 of the advance authorized by Resolution #892-06 leaving a balance on the latter advance of $20,000.  This advance is in the amount of $80,000 from Fund #5406 American II WWTP to Fund #5035 Surplus Fund.
Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #307-07.    Approve a five (5) day suspension of an employee at the Sanitary Engineering Department.
Steve Kayatin, Sanitary Engineer, is requesting to suspend an employee for a total of five days due to violations of the Policies & Procedures of the Sanitary Engineering Department.
Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Bassitt seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Resolution #308-07.   Authorize the issuance of $1,925,000 of Road Improvement Bond Anticipation Notes.
Bruce Wells, Business Manager for the Sanitary Engineer, is requesting to sell bonds of Allen County in the principal sum of $1,925,000 for the purpose of providing funds to refund notes originally issued to pay the cost of widening Eastown Road Phase 1 with the cost of financing and legal fees.  Bruce stated that the Eastown Road Improvement Project was completed underestimate.
Commissioner Bassitt moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
Discussion Items:  
A.   Marcel Wagner, Allen Economic Development Group, presented the following:

      1. Request to adopt Resolution #309-07, enter into a grant agreement with the Ohio Rail Development Commission.  The BOC received written communication from the Ohio Rail Development Commission indicating a desire to enter into a grant agreement permitting the acceptance of the grant for the construction of a 2,300 ft. lead rail road track that is deemed necessary due to a new business brought to the area, Alpla, Inc. Shawnee Industrial Center, which requires rail service, Grant #2007-36, in the amount of #75,000 and will expire December 30, 2007.  Marcel stated that this is a one (1) million dollar rail project that will allow plastics to be brought in by train for Alpla, Inc.  The construction for the said rail will begin within the next 90 days.
Commissioner Sneary moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Reiff seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
B.   Scott Stephenson, Allen County Regional Transit Authority, presented the following:

      1. Request to adopt Resolution #310-07, approval of Support to increase funding to Ohio’s Public Transportation Authority.  The State of Ohio has cut funding for Ohio public transit systems by 63% over the past 7 years.  In 2000 the State of Ohio provided $43 million dollars and in 2004 it provided $16.5 million, the same amount available in the 1980’s.  Large increases in the cost of fuel have significantly impacted everyone in the state, including public transit operators.  The increase has lead to an increase in ridership.  Transit providers are experiencing a very difficult situation, demand is greater now than it has been in the last 10 years and costs have never been higher.  The State of Ohio has over 132 million public transit passengers each year and the vehicles of these system travel over 100 million miles annually.  Ohio now supports 60 public transit operators in 59 counties, with a total of 3,553 vehicles.  In recent years the Stat of Ohio has increased the State Gas Tax which now accumulates $1.74 billion dollars annually, none of which may be used for public transit.  The passage of the Federal Transportation Bill, SAFETEA-LU resulted in additional federal gas tax revenue to the State, approximately $1.1 billion dollars.  This however can be used to support public transit.
Commissioner Reiff moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Bassitt seconded the motion. The roll was called and the Resolution was approved unanimously.
C.   Bruce Wells, Sanitary Engineer’s Office, presented the following:
      1. Request to enter into an agreement with AEP Ohio Power and grant an easement for the American II Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project.  In conjunction with the American II WWTP Improvements project, additional electrical service is required that include the relocation of thee service poles, the installation of additional service poles and installation of new aboveground/underground service.  The cost associated with this work, estimated at $25,000.00, was provided for in Section 01019 of the bidding documents.  In addition, there is an ingress/egress consideration as part of the project. AEP has provided a “Contribution In Aid of Construction Agreement” for the up front fee plus monthly surcharge fee.  AEP (Ohio Power) will provide the Basic Service for an up front payment of $10,733.40 plus an additional monthly fee of $112.99 (estimated $677.94 total over six months) for the “Monthly Surcharge” which will automatically terminate on 12/31/2007.  There is an additional fee of $406.00 for the “Underground Electrical Comm. Service”. The estimated total for these expenses is $11,817.34. I would request the Board approve, and enter into agreement with AEP (Ohio Power) to provide these services.  As part of the American II WWTP Improvements project, AEP has requested Ingress/Egress access rights across a portion of the parcel on which the American II WWTP is located.  I would request the Board to approve the attached easement to allow ingress/egress to AEP (Ohio Power) to provide the aforementioned services, and future maintenance of same.

D.   Christopher Hardesty, County Engineer’s Office, presented the following:
      1. Request to allocate funds for the 2007 Road Program.  Three municipalities have sent correspondence to Chris requesting funds to be allocated from the Motor Vehicle Permissive Tax Fund as follows:  The Village of Elida - $7,104.56; The Village of Spencerville - $12,056.26 and The City of Delphos - $138,353.00.  These funds will be used to pay a portion of their road program expenses.

E.   Julie Norberg, Allen County Juvenile Court, presented the following:
      1. Request approval of a post-audit appeal for the Subsidy Grant.  The 2005 DYS audit has found the Allen County Juvenile Court out of compliance in several areas.  The audit reflects the County owes $7,473.94 and our DYS contact has recommended that we appeal the finding given that the previous program administrator had failed to provide necessary documentation, but the funds were actually spent on allowable program expenditures.  If the appeal is not granted, the Court will be forced to pay this fine out of the County appropriation.
Announcements, Proclamations, Recognition and Commendations
With no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Reiff moved to adjourn. Commissioner Sneary seconded the motion.  Meeting was adjourned. 
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